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Plan Requirements for

Residential Building Permits

Construction drawings of your project are necessary for the Building Division’s plan check process. Plans must be indelible reproductions,
such as blueprints, or originals on a good grade of plain white paper. They must be drawn to scale or with dimensions, showing clearly all of
the work to be done.

Two copies of plans are required, one of which will be marked APPROVED, with any additions or corrections noted, and returned to you.
The approved plans should be kept at the job site at all times. The following list indicates the drawings and details required for a new house or
major remodeling job.

An Energy Review certifying compliance with the lowa Energy Code is required if your plans include adding heated space (i.e., an
addition or a four season porch). The lowa City Building Division will accept a letter from an architect or engineer stating the plans have been
reviewed and meet or exceed the lowa Energy Code. Also acceptable is a review done with the REScheck software program and submitted
on the standard form provided by the program. This program can be downloaded from the internet at no charge (www.energycodes.gov) or
call the hot line at 1-887-337-3463.
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DETAILS

Clearly show all sizes, materials, connections and construc-
tion of the following if applicable:

+  Window details if not shown on floor plans
+  Fireplace and chimneys

*  Roof truss design with stress analysis or name of
manufacturer

*  Roof hips and valleys, decks, stairways, etc.

Housing &
Inspection Services

Building Inspection Division

Housing & Inspection Services
Building Inspection Division
410 E. Washington St.

lowa City, IA 52240
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