IOWA CITY AREA TRANSITSTUDY | FINAL REPORT

CORALVILLE

3 PLANREVIEW

This chapterreviews Iowa City area transportation andland use plans publishedin the past13
years. Eachplanwasanalyzed and informationrelevant to the Iowa City Area Transit Study
(ICATS) summarized. The plan reviewincludes the following documents:

= University of lowa Campus Master Plan (2006)

= TJowa City Downtown & Riverfront Crossings Master Plan (2013)

= Jowa City Comprehensive Plan (2013)

» Coralville Community Plan (2014)

= Towa City Downtown & Pedestrian Mall Streetscape Plan Update (2014)

=  MPO of Johnson County Future Forward 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan (2017)

= Coralville West Land Use Area Master Plan (2016)

= Towa City Bicycle Master Plan (2017)

Findings fromthischapter contextualize future transit planning work in Iowa City area by
highlighting planning goals, visions, and unfulfilled objectivesrelating to publictransit.

KEY FINDINGS

Importantrelevanttransportationandland use themes from thisstudy’s planrevieware:

e Long-term plansfora transportation hub with rail connections to Cedar Rapids, Chicago,
Des Moines,and Omahainclude a transit-oriented development communityin the
general area of S Clinton Streetand Wright Street, just south of downtown Iowa City.

e Thereis generalagreement among Iowa City area transportation plans that efforts should
be continued to increase transit ridership, improve accessto busstops,andimprove
transit amenities.

e Transportation plansproduced byboth Iowa City and Coralville call for the continuous
evaluation of transit service, an effort which this study (ICATS) is currently carrying out.

e Significant commercial, industrial, and residential greenfield development is planned in
Coralville’sWest Land Use Area.
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University of lowa Campus Master Plan (2006)

Adoptedin 2006, this master planis a broad framework for the development of the University of
Towa campusesin Iowa City (Main Campus) and Coralville (Oakdale Campus), which total
approximately 1,700acres. The plan primarily guidesland use developmentbut also includes
transportation goals meant to make the campus more pedestrian-oriented and transit-accessible.
The plansupportscompact growth, improved CAMBUS service, and a more robustbicycle
network.

An updated campus master plan, whichis currently under development, calls for financial
supportfordedicated CAMBUS park-and-ride facilities. The updated planalsoproposes an
important paradigm shift from the previous planby recommendingthe reduction of parking
capacity throughout campus to facilitate better active transportation and transitaccess to
university destinations.

lowa City Downtown & Riverfront
Crossings Master Plan (2013) Proposed BusRoutes

wwwwwwwwwwwwww Reglonal Passenger Rail/Stop (future)

lllllllllllll Potential Light Rail/Stop (future)

This plan, whichwasadoptedin 2013, servesas a Bdsting Waterways
framework to identify and guide investment towards
redevelopmentin the Downtown Riverfront Crossings
District. The planproposesguiding dense, mixed-use,
transit-oriented development around a future regional
passengerrail hubbetween Wright and Lafayette
streets. The plan also recommendsthatbusservicebe
expanded in the district, with newbus stops atkey
locations and integrated with any future rail stations.

Study Area Boundaries

lowa City Comprehensive Plan
(2013)

The city of lowa City’s 2013 comprehensive plan
servesas the roadmap for directing growthin the city.
The transportation component of the plan includes six
goals:

= Accommodatingall modes of transportation

» Encouragewalkingandbicyding

» Promote useof publictransit

» Maximizethesafetyandefficiency of the transportation network

» Maximize mobility forthe elderly and persons with disabilities

*= Encourage economic vitality through transportation innovation and investment
Specific objectives outlined under the plan’s ‘promote use of public transit’ goal include

monitoring on-time performance, ensuring adequate levels of transit service during peak periods,
continuing bus marketing campaigns, and upgrading transit capital equipment as necessary.

Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates, Inc. | 3-2



IOWA CITY AREA TRANSITSTUDY | FINAL REPORT

CORALVILLE

Coralville Community Plan (2014)

The Coralville Community Planwasadoptedin 2014 andis the comprehensive planforthe City of
Coralville. The plan’stransportation and mobility component includes a number of goalsand
planned improvements for different transportation modes but specifically calls on the city to
furtherinvestin publictransit.

The most significant transitinvestment produced bythis planis the Coralville Transit Intermodal
Facilityat Iowa River Landing, which openedin 2015. Opening the transit center involved
restructuring Coralville Transit routes and provides riderswith a connectionto intercity bus
service. In additionto the new transit center, the Coralville Community plan calls for:

» Continuousevaluation of Coralville Transitroutes

» New busshelters and benches

= Reviewof Coralville development regulationsto ensure newbuildings support transituse
Otherplanrecommendations include expanding Coralville’sbicycle and trail network, conducting

a comprehensive inventory of sidewalks, improving crosswalks, and evaluating parking
requirements.

lowa City Downtown & Pedestrian Mall Streetscape Plan Update
(2014)

This 2014 plan includes a site assessment of existing conditionsand general planning framework
for Towa City’s Downtown District. The plan makes general recommendations to:

= Improvestreetscapedesign

» Updatewayfinding kiosks

» Improvepedestrian safety

» Developnewpublicspaces

= Enhancebicycdeaccommodations

= Replaceaging infrastructure
This plan’s transportation-related recommendations are primarily active transportation-based,
althoughit does consider streetscape changes thatwould address bus queuingand improve the
pedestrian environment around bus stops. The plan proposes a number ofimprovements that

would maketransiteasierto access, such ascrosswalks, ADA-compliant curb ramps with tactile
warningstrips, and newbicyclelanes alongmajor streets.
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MPO of Johnson County Future Forward 2045 Long-Range
Transportation Plan (2017)

This plan, adoptedin 2017, was produced by the Johnson County metropolitan planning
organization (MPO)andis the federally recognized long-range transportation plan (LRTP) for the
TIowa City urbanized area. The planspecificallyidentifies the need to increase funding for transit
facilities, additional bus service, and transit busreplacement for vehicles beyond their usefullife.
The planalso callsfor coordination with e-hailing companies such as Uber and Lyft and fora
renewed focus on bringing passenger rail serviceto the region.

The LRTP specificallyidentifiesa newmaintenance and bus storage facility for lowa City Transit
as a pressing capital need for regional transit.

Coralville West Land Use Area Master Plan (2016)

This community plan was adopted in 2016 to guide
development in Coralville’s West Land Use Area. The plan
focuses on conservation, walkability, sustainability,
opportunity, and recreation, and calls for a mix of commercial,
industrial,and residential development. The master plan
proposes a gird network of arterial and collector streetsbut
does not call specifically fortransitinfrastructure orservice.
The proposed transportation networkalsoincludes a
comprehensive network of shared-use pathsand trailsto
create a pedestrian-friendly environment.

lowa City Bicycle Master Plan (2017)

The Iowa City Bicycle Master Planwasadopted in the summer of 2017 and establishes a
framework for all investment related to bicycingin Iowa City. The plan targets Iowa City to
become a gold-level Bicycle Friendly Community. To achieve this, the planidentifies sixguiding
elements for an effective transport network: Integrity, Directness, Safety, Comfort, Experience,
and Feasibility. Recommendationsinclude tailoringthe system to specificuser groups, avoiding
conflicts with trafficoperations, filling the gaps, expanding the network, improving wayfinding,
and betterbicycle facilities. The plan also recommendsbicycle-transit integration where transit
stops with good accessibility and secure parking can attract multimodal tripsand increase
ridership.Zoningrecommendationsin this planinclude increasing minimum sidewalk widths,
incorporating bikelanes into collectors and arterials, and differentiatingbetweenlong-term and
short-term parking requirements.
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