Sustainability in social well-being: The Ped Mall in Downtown Iowa City, a public outdoor gathering space
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The City of Iowa City
is committed to improving
quality of life through
sustainability practices
that promote
social well-being,
environmental health,
and economic stability.
The City Council
identified sustainability
and inclusivity as
overarching goals in its
most recent strategic plan,
and this report summarizes
our 2014 sustainability
highlights, as well as
initiatives that will be
undertaken in 2015.

Sustainability in waste reduction: East Side Recycling Center’s
Environmental Education Center, a place to practice and learn

Sustainability in food initiatives: Farmers Markets

Learn more!

To learn more about Iowa City’s sustainability efforts:
Visit our website at www.icgov.org/sustainability
Follow us on Twitter at @CityofIowaCity and #SustainableIC
Friend us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/CityofIowaCity

City of Iowa City Sustainability Program Highlights : 2014
u Iowa Initiative for Sustainable Communities Partnership
Iowa City’s partnership with Iowa Initiative for Sustainable Communities (IISC) matches City projects with University of Iowa
students and faculty to offer educational opportunities while furthering sustainability initiatives. Since the beginning of the 2014
academic year, 11 projects have been undertaken. Three have been completed: The Soil Genesis and Geomorphology class studied soil
properties in the new Chadek Green Park to assess potential for a community garden, the Marketing and Sustainability Class worked
on projects to promote sustainable behavior change, and the Strategic Communications Campaigns class created three communications options the City could implement to gain broader recognition of sustainability efforts.

Climate Adaptation Study u
Iowa City has been working in collaboration with other Midwest cities and climate scientists to better
understand how the changing climate will affect us. Climate projections have been made for one city
in each of the five participating Midwest states. Iowa City’s climate change is expected to bring higher
annual temperatures and increased precipitation rates. Knowing these parameters will help the City be
better prepared for future climate-induced outcomes. The report is expected to be completed in Spring
2015 and will be posted to www.icgov.org/sustainability for viewing.
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Greenhouse Gas Reduction u
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Iowa City has been tracking community emissions annually since 2008, with the goal of reaching
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Iowa City built and sold its last Single Family
New Construction Program (SFNC) home in September 2014. SFNC
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was developed to replace the 94 homes that were demolished as part of the flood mitigation buyout programs after
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the 2008 floods. SFNC provided homeownership opportunities for low-moderate income homebuyers while also
supporting the local economy and restoring the local tax base. The City assisted 141 homebuyers in the purchase of
newly constructed homes that meet the State of Iowa’s Green Streets Criteria.
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Blue Zones Project® u

In 2014, Iowa City was selected as a Blue Zones Project® demonstration site and is working toward community
certification by February 2016. The Blue Zones Project® is a well-being initiative that seeks to make healthy choices
easier through permanent changes to environment, policy, and social networks. It’s also a main component of Governor Terry Branstad’s “Healthiest State Initiative,” which seeks to make Iowa the healthiest state in the nation by 2016.
Making comprehensive lifestyle changes could allow the state to redirect as much as $16 billion in funding over the
next five years, based on estimates of health-care cost savings and gains in productivity.
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City of Iowa City Sustainability Initiatives for 2015
STAR Community Rating System
Iowa City joined the STAR Community Leadership Program in March, 2015. This is the first
national certification program to recognize sustainable communities. This year-long program will
allow Iowa City to evaluate measures which define community-scale sustainability and present a
vision of how communities can become more healthy, inclusive, and prosperous across seven goal
areas.

Local Foods Initiative
With the success of the Downtown Farmers Market and the community’s passion for local foods, the City has developed
new local food initiatives. Some of these include:
u The City’s new Chadek Green Park opened in April 2015, and will become home to 36 new garden plots for the community.
u

u

The City is helping to determine the feasibility of a Food Enterprise Center, which will focus on aggregating and distributing locally sourced food and other community ventures.

The Parks Department is working with Blue Zones to develop a neighborhood garden policy that would provide associations or organizations with garden spaces in neighborhood parks. Unlike traditional community gardens, no plots
would be sold, thereby significantly reducing administrative overhead. All maintenance responsibilities, except for before- and after-season preparations, would be left to the participating neighborhood groups.

Waste Reduction Projects
In 2014, Iowa City added more items to the list of recyclables for the curbside recycling program and piloted a food waste
reduction program. The feasibility of a multi-family recycling mandate is currently under review, and a shingle recycling program is being initiated at the Landfill. In addition to these programs, the City received a grant for a “Bigbelly” solar-powered
trash and recycling compactor pilot in the Downtown area.

Energy and Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Iowa City has many energy and greenhouse gas reduction plans beginning this year, including a climate adaptation report,
changing all streetlights to LED lighting, possible solar panel installation for City-owned buildings, and plans for electric
vehicle charging stations. The City also continues to work on energy reduction in City-owned facilities, and TIF-funded
projects are now being held to a higher sustainability standard.

Bike Share Program
The University of Iowa has partnered with the City and has been awarded a grant for the purchase of bike rental stations to
be placed around Downtown Iowa City and the University of Iowa campus. Installation of these rental stations are proposed
for the spring of 2016 to increase opportunities for alternative modes of transportation.

Updated Complete Streets Policy
The City is updating its adopted Complete Streets Policy to better articulate the goals and objectives for future improvements for pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders, and persons with disabilities. Completion of the policy update is expected
in 2015. Other upcoming projects include multiple road diets, more bike lanes, the installation of a pedestrian bridge on
Dubuque Street to connect bike trails, and additional street projects scheduled on Sycamore Street, 1st Avenue, and Mormon Trek Boulevard.
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