
Iowa City Gateway 
Preliminary Alternatives Public Input – November – December 2011 

 

Prior to the public meeting for the Environmental Assessment and comment period scheduled for the 
spring/summer of 2012, the City of Iowa City added an additional opportunity for the community to see 
and provide input into draft alternatives.   

The Community was  offered the opportunity to see draft alternatives for improvements to the Iowa City 
Gateway Corridor from November 25 through December 30, 2011.  Draft alternatives and an online 
comment form were available at www.iowacitygateway.org.   

Additionally, a drop-in center was hosted for the public to see the draft alternatives in person or talk one-
on-one with a member of the study team.  That drop-in center was held from 3:30 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 8, 2011 at the Robert A. Lee Community Recreation Center, 220 South Gilbert Street in Iowa 
City.  Approximately 30 residents participated in the drop-in center. 

The alternatives shown as a part of this program were preliminary, and presented with information that 
they will likely be refined and updated over the next several months.  In addition, efforts were made to 
stress to residents that any impacts to property or structures along the corridor may be lessened or 
eliminated as detailed design work is completed.  Residents were also informed that the recommended 
alternative could be a combination of the three draft alternatives. 

Key notes and responses to comments: 

 The formal Purpose and Need for the Iowa City Gateway effort is: 

Purpose of the Proposed Action:  Provide a reliable multimodal transportation corridor that 
reduces the impact of flooding on the local transportation system and the Iowa River corridor.  

Need for the Proposed Action: (1) Maximize the reliability of Dubuque Street; (2) Maximize the 
reliability of Park Road Bridge; (3) Minimize backwater created by Park Road Bridge; and (4) 
Address roadway deficiencies on Dubuque Street and Park Road. 

 An important project goal is to minimize negative impacts to properties, historic sites, natural sites 
and parklands. 

 The alternatives shown during this period are preliminary.  During the detailed evaluation process, 
they will likely be refined.   

 Additional, detailed information about the evaluation of alternatives, their impacts and costs will be 
provided as part of the Environmental Assessment’s public meeting and formal comment process. 

 The findings and evaluations will be made public prior to the public meeting. 

 Input on locations beyond the Iowa City Gateway study area cannot be addressed in the evaluation or 
recommendations for the Iowa City Gateway project. 

 The goal is to raise the bridge, Dubuque Street and Park Road to the 500+1 flood elevation.  
However, those needs may need to be balanced against project costs. 
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