
Human Rights Commission 

  April 27, 2021 
Electronic Formal Meeting- 5:30 PM 

     Zoom Meeting Platform 

Electronic Meeting 

(Pursuant to Iowa Code section 21.8) 

An electronic meeting is being held because a meeting in person is impossible 
or impractical due to concerns for the health and safety of commission 
members, staff and the public presented by COVID-19. 

You can participate in the meeting and can comment on an agenda item by 

going to 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LVQJfkH7Ql6RDJCAEknLYQ 

via the internet to visit the Zoom meeting’s registration page 

and submit the required information. 

Once approved, you will receive an email message with a link to join the 
meeting. If you are asked for a meeting ID or webinar ID, enter the ID number 
found in the email. A meeting password may also be included in the email. Enter 
the password when prompted. 

If you have no computer or smartphone, or a computer without a microphone, you 
may call in by telephone by dialing (312) 626-6799. When prompted, enter the 
meeting ID or webinar ID.  The ID number for this meeting is: 958 9496 4309. 

Once connected, you may dial *9 to “raise your hand,” letting the meeting host 
know you would like to speak.  Providing comments in person is not an option. 

Agenda: 

1. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call

2. Approval of the March 23, 2021 meeting minutes

3. Public Comment of Items not on the Agenda. (Commentators shall address the 
Commission for no more than 5 minutes. Commissioners shall not engage in 
discussion with the public concerning said items)

4. Introduction of Jane Wilch, Recycling Coordinator for the City of Iowa City 

5. Introduction of Sarah Gardner, Climate Action Engagement Specialist for the City 
of Iowa City

6. Discussion on Including a Land Acknowledgement as a Part of HRC Meetings 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LVQJfkH7Ql6RDJCAEknLYQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LVQJfkH7Ql6RDJCAEknLYQ
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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
APRIL 27, 2021 MEETING PACKET CONTENTS 

AGENDA ITEM #8 

• COMMISSION STATEMENT ON BLACK LIVES MATTER

AGENDA ITEM #11 

• SOCIAL JUSTICE AND RACIAL EQUITY GRANT REPORTS & REQUEST

AGENDA ITEM #12 

• AAPI DAY AGAINST BULLYING AND HATE

CORRESPONDENCE 

• STATUS OF COMPLAINTS APRIL 2021



From: Carla Phelps
To: Stefanie Bowers
Subject: SJRE grant funds
Date: Wednesday, March 31, 2021 10:48:58 AM
Attachments: Outlook-1503518949.png

Outlook-1503518949.png

Stefanie Bowers:

Report on SJRE Cultural Activity Award FY2021 funding of $18,000

Successful Living received this funding in calendar 2020 to take clients on excursions to events
they would otherwise not be able to attend, due to illnesses, financial hardships and
transportation issues. These events might include, but not be limited to: Hancher productions,
Englert productions, Cedar Rapids baseball, Mississippi Riverboat events, the Figge art
museum and other life-enhancing and therapeutic activities.

At first, when Covid hit, our agency plans for this grant disintegrated. Then our staff began to
make alternative arrangements for clients, to get them out of their isolation: outdoor art
parties, with distanced tables, picnics in the local park, also safely distanced with masks and so
forth. We acquired used gaming systems for our houses for residents and in our other offices
for IPR clients who came in, again with safety and distance in mind. There were occasional
small, carefully guided groups occasionally taken out to lunch at strategically low-volume
restaurant rooms, done safely, when it was deemed crucial to client health to 'get out.' 

In this way, we have spent approximately $3,000 of this funding over the course of the year.

All the while we have been looking to the future and hoping for the creation of vaccinations
such that we might eventually be able to use this grant the way it was intended. And we are
getting close to that type of environment, although not quite there yet.

We want to begin planning these larger group events in concert with various venues around
Iowa City and beyond, and we now appeal to the Human Rights Commission who awarded the
SJRE grant to us, to extend our deadline for using these funds (the remaining $15,000) until
the end of FY2022. Again, we still want to use this funding in the way it was originally
intended, since our clients may never have this particular type of opportunity again.

Kind regards,

Carla J. Phelps
Director, Grants & Development

mailto:Stefanie-Bowers@iowa-city.org
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Successful Living
Iowa City, Iowa 52240
Cell: (319) 471-1809
Email: cphelps@icsuccess.org
Web: https://www.icsuccess.org/

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.” - Mahatma Gandhi

Kind regards,

Carla J. Phelps
Director, Grants & Development
Successful Living
Iowa City, Iowa 52240
Cell: (319) 471-1809
Email: cphelps@icsuccess.org
Web: https://www.icsuccess.org/

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.” - Mahatma Gandhi

mailto:cphelps@icsuccess.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/NF3HCOYGBpujqvZsE6l2U?domain=icsuccess.org/
mailto:cphelps@icsuccess.org
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Status of Complaints April 20, 2021 
 
 
 

 
Housing 

 
Complainant alleges landlord failed to reasonably accommodate their 

disability. 

No probable cause decision. 

 
Complainant alleges landlord discriminated against them based on age and 

disability. 

Administrative closure after Complainant objection. 

 
Complainant alleges landlord has discriminated against them based on race, 

sex, and familial status. 

Right to sue letter requested and issued, file closed. 

 
Complainant alleges HOA is discriminating against her based on disability, 

marital status, familial status, and presence of dependents. 

Administrative Closure. 
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